
  January 2020 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching 

January was a time of closing the books on 2019 and looking forward to a fresh start.   

We now have a Programs Clerk, Jess Martens, who works out of the office 7.5 hours per week.  The remainder 

of her time is spent doing her regular clerk duties in the Winkler Branch. This was possible by reducing her 

clerk time and adding time to the Pages & Library Assistant. Randall decided not to hire a third student to 

replace the one who resigned last summer.  He has spread those hours among these 3 staff members and can 

cover the shift without any increase in hours. 

Deadlines have come & gone in January and I feel that I am much more on top of things as I am going onto my 

4th year in June.  It really does take 3 years to figure out the position and feel comfortable in my role as 

Director.  

I had every staff member complete a survey about what they feel is important to the success of the library. The 

survey asked about possible barriers, rules and ways we could offer better patron services. It also posed the 

questions about how staff felt about their role in the library and what they felt their strengths and weaknesses 

are. The responses were well thought out and I replied to each one of them to show I understood their concerns 

or offered suggestions for what they felt they could do better. I am hoping we can develop both a short-term and 

long-term vision for our libraries which will give us some priorities and direction in our customer service 

delivery and programming.  

 
Cataloguing Assistant Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

I catalogued new materials as usual at the beginning of January and spent the second half of the month working 

on the 2020 blocks. Nearly all of the DVDs, large print books, playaways, and audiobooks catalogued in 2019 

were sent to the office, sorted into 5 blocks and then labelled. This year each block has about 120 DVDs, 42 

large print books, 18 playaways, and 38 audiobooks. 

I also assisted with preparing prizes for Family Literacy Night and I Love to Read Month. 

I have joined a Sitka Cataloguing Committee to review and make recommendations to the Sitka Business 

Function Group regarding decolonizing description in Sitka’s Evergreen database. This means we will be 

discussing changes to subject headings and call numbers for Indigenous materials. This group is made up of 26 

volunteers and we will be having teleconferences in February, March, and April to discuss these issues.

 

Programs Clerk Report – Office – submitted by Jess Martens 

In January I started as part time Programs Clerk for all of SCRL, while still working as a clerk in Winkler. The 

month mainly involved preparing for the Family Literacy Night PJ Party that took place in all the branches and 

planning activities for I Love to Read Month.  

On Jan 30th I also attended a meeting regarding the Winkler Activity Guide where they discussed the creation 

of the guide, what information they would like from the library and how the guide would benefit us. In February 

I will be working on collecting the information requested for the activity guide. Activity Guide promotional 

material will be sent out with every resident’s March water bill and guides will be available on the winkler.ca 

website, at the arena, the aquatic center and at city hall.  

The Winkler Library was invited to attend the Winkler Comic Con on Feb 17th, so I will be attending the event 

to help promote the library. I Love to Read month activities and programs are going on in all the branches this 

month and we are looking into having author visits in all the branches in March or April. 
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Altona Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

January was a busy month with pulling the blocks and sending them back to their home library, then pulling 

new items to send to the office for the new blocks.  

I had some exams to proctor in January and also attended a branch meeting. A lot was discussed including 

having a staff that works on programming which was very exciting! We are glad to have her. 

At the end of the month we had our annual PJ Party! It was fantastic; we had a great turn out and were very 

happy to have the Fire Department and Police Department join us to help promote family literacy! Both have 

expressed an interest in attending regularly as readers and we couldn’t be more pleased! The patrons that came 

to celebrate were amazing and made the event even better; we had a blast and can’t wait till next year! 

February is I Love to Read month and also Black History month. We are currently getting a display ready for 

Black History month and plan to have I Love to Read month activities during February in the branch. I have 

been invited to read in some of our schools and I am looking forward to that immensely! I am very happy to be 

invited every year and really love getting a chance to spend time with all the kids. I also have some exams to 

proctor in February and we will be having some tours with Regional Connections which we look forward too! 

 

Manitou Branch Supervisor’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell  

Manitou branch was closed for three days on January 20 – 22 for a major reorganization that has created a much 

more spacious children’s section that gives us a lot more flexible programming space, and has consolidated the 

adult fiction, non-fiction and large print materials in one place. Patrons have commented on how much they like 

the new arrangement, which has also allowed us to create some cozy reading nooks around the library. Thanks 

to all SCRL staff and volunteers who helped with the move. 

Events in January included book club and a PJ Party to wrap up the month on January 30 that was attended by 

22 kids and eight adults who enjoyed listening to some stories and making up an interactive story together in 

their PJ’s. 

Besides all our in-branch I Love to Read Month activities in February, we also have a special Valentine’s pre-

school story hour planned together with the Play & Stay Group, as well as a craft workshop led by Angelina 

Dobson. 

 

Miami Branch Supervisor Report – submitted by Cherie Debreuil 

Miami held a Family Literacy PJ party near the end of the month. Everyone attending arrived in PJs including 

the adults! We also had some extra snacks donated by patrons and had a very nice evening. 

Donna Cooper has had her week of training and her first Saturday alone in branch. She did very well with no 

problems and is looking forward to her next shift. Donna will still be volunteering in branch twice a week. 

I attended a branch meeting in Morden. We discussed upcoming events in the calendar year, collection 

development, upcoming orders, some changes to who is ordering what, and family literacy night plans. We also 

welcomed Jess to her new position as Program Coordinator. 

Rotating Blocks have started arriving; patrons look forward to the rotation for all the new books, particularly 

my LP readers 

Miami has applied for Summer Reading Club grants with Young Canada Works and Green Team. We are in the 

process of applying for a third grant with Canada Summer Jobs. Two previous applicants have already 

contacted me wondering if we are hiring again this summer. Hopefully at least one grant will be approved! 
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Morden Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Kim Van Vliet 

Internet service was reinstated on January 11th and has been working well ever since. It took awhile to catch up 

with our ILL’s and sorting out the fallout from the weeks without internet 

Pre-school story time finished up for the winter session and we are planning for the spring session 

Lego Club saw lower numbers but a lot of enthusiasm 

Our literacy pajama party also had low attendance but was very enthusiastic and we had an excellent group of 

readers Carl Klassen, Janine North and Brandon Burley. 

Our new tables and chairs for the meeting room are working well and the back area where we took out the wall 

is getting its final touches. 

 

Winkler Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Randall Klassen 

With the New Year came family literacy night.  We invited the Winkler fire chief as well as the police chief to 

join us for an evening of reading to kids in the community. Last year we had to postpone the family literacy 

night twice which resulted in a lot of confusion about what was happening at the library so it was great this year 

to see 66 kids show up.   

We had a lot of book donations come in during January due to some residents cleaning out their home libraries.  

When I had a look at the donations I saw that many of them were practically brand new, so I spent a few hours 

going through them and seeing what might work to add to our collection or maybe replace copies of ours that 

had seen better days. 

The library has officially finished! We received our last piece of furniture that we had ordered! A red couch.  

It’s nice to see patrons making use of the new things we have added to the library. 

I love to read month is February so we have been making bookings to visit classrooms and have students visit 

us in the coming month.  It’s exciting to share what is going on with the library and it’s always great to have 

students visit. 

 


