
February 2020 Branch Reports  
 

 

 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching 

As February was I Love to Read month, I did my annual visit to Morden Parent & Child Resource Centre with 

Kim (Morden branch) to read several stories to 2 different groups of children. It is always good to reconnect 

with young readers and I look forward to it every year. Angela (Manitou branch) and I attended a story-telling 

workshop put on by the Morden Area Foundation. Cate Friesen was the presenter and I learned new ways to 

formulate stories, which will help when creating proposals.  

I attended a follow-up session for presenters at the MAF Power of the purse luncheon, to be held March 7
th

. I 

attended the Winnipeg Foundation’s Fast Pitch presentations to see how the pros get it done. It was very 

exciting! 

Elaine Ivey and I met with Morden Fire Chief, Andy Thiessen, to discuss our book sales. We are going to 

collaborate with them in order to get our priced books to the Access Event Centre. The pricing committee will 

unpack, sort and repack their donated items so they might have even more success at their fall sale. I believe 

partnerships like this will be a win-win for both of us.   

 
Cataloguing Assistant Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

Our winter Whitehots orders were submitted this month so we will be receiving a wide variety of new books 

during the next couple of months. I also ordered DVDs for all of the branches, which have already begun 

arriving.  

On February 5
th

 I participated in a Sitka Cataloguing Committee web conference to discuss decolonizing 

description in our shared catalogue. There was 18 participants from libraries in BC and Manitoba, including 

public, post-secondary, government, and special libraries. We were able to discuss some of the key issues 

regarding the impact of colonization in cataloguing and we received some great resources to refer to. I found it 

very helpful to hear what other libraries across Canada have already been doing to address these issues. This 

discussion will continue in our next meeting in March. 

 

Programs Clerk Report – Office – submitted by Jess Martens 

February was I Love to Read month so we had a variety of programs across SCRL. The branches had activities 

such as Author Tic Tac Toe and bookmark decorating, which the kids could participate in to receive draw 

tickets for our prize draw. One of the library clerks also created a Crack the Code program, which was used in 

several branches either as a passive program or as an event. Over all I Love To Read month went quite well and 

the activities were fairly successful. In February I also attended the Winterfest in Morden and the Winkler 

Comic Con, both were quite interesting and were a fun experience. The spring Winkler Activity Guide was 

completed and I am hoping it will help make the community more aware of the library and its resources. 

In March all school divisions have spring break so I will be working on programming that will take place during 

that week. We will have several author visits happing in April, so I will be working on promoting those events 

in March. I have now been trained to edit the SCRL website so I will be working on getting the events calendar 

and front page up to date with our latest programs and events. I will also begin working on the Summer Reading 

Club and seeing what needs to be changed from last year’s program and working on ways to make this year run 

smoother.  
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Altona Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

February was I Love To Read month and also Black History month, we had displays up for both and also had 

prizes and activities up for I Love To Read; Pembina Valley Pharmacy sponsored a book review contest and 

because we started late with that we may keep it going for the beginning of March to give people time to enter.  

I was invited to read to both Rosenfeld and Gretna school. I am very happy to be invited every year and really 

love getting a chance to spend time with all the kids for I Love to Read month! We also had a class come to the 

library from West Park and we did a tour with Regional Connections, plus I had some exams to proctor. It was a 

busy month but we had a great time.  

For March we have Spinning Yarns and hope to run some programming during Spring Break, we are looking at 

doing some Lego days and may also do some other activities.  

 

Manitou Branch Supervisor’s Report – submitted by Lori Dymond  

February was I Love To Read month. The kids really enjoyed making bookmarks and decorating the circles and 

hearts for a draw ticket as well as doing the Author Tic Tac Toe. Our wall was very well decorated with all of 

their artistic drawings.  

We also ran the Crack the Code programming for 2 evenings and it was very well attended and had great 

responses on it. Parents and children just loved it. We also teamed up with our grade 7 class at Nellie McClung 

Collegiate. They came over in two groups and it went over very well and they would love to do something like 

this again in the future.  

Angelina Dobson ran another craft workshop which was very well attended. As well we had the Stay and Play 

group come for a story hour and to do the I Love To Read month crafts. We had 20 attendants come out for this, 

even though the weather was terribly cold.  

Angela was asked to go to the daycare to read a story to them. She really enjoyed this, and was happy they 

asked her to come. Angela is away on vacation currently and will be returning March 25
th

.  

 

Miami Branch Supervisor Report – submitted by Cherie Debreuil 

Miami has been celebrating I love to Read month with an author tic-tac-toe passive program created by Jess. It 

has been going over very well, with quite a few patrons discovering new authors. We have 5 excellent prizes to 

give away. Patrons also get a ticket each time they check out books and we are excited to see who wins. We will 

be doing the draw at the end of the week.  

Miami School held a Read-a-thon for I love to Read month and raised $126.72 for the library to buy new books! 

We will be sending a thank you note to the school and I will be going for school visits sometime this month to 

say thank you in person.  

I attended a branch meeting in Winkler. We discussed upcoming events in the calendar year, current orders, 

some changes to who is ordering what, and Ceridian changes. We also started discussing Summer Reading Club 

plans.  

Miami Horticultural Club and Miami Branch are hosting a Turner Fruit and Garden Farm presentation on 

Wednesday, March 25. If it works out and is well attended we are tentatively planning a Roses presentation for 

mid-April. Miami Soccer will be hosting registration at the Library as well.  
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Morden Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Kim Van Vliet 

I Love to Read month was the theme for February we gave out draw tickets for every check out plus we had 

some colouring activities for kids to earn extra tickets.  

We did MaPLE labs with our regular home school group plus we began a 4 week, once per week after school 

MaPLE lab using our student pages as leaders. 

Cassandra Newman and her grade 1 class held a coffee house at the library to raise money for Books for Kenya.  

We had a Winterfest at the Access Event Centre. Programs Clerk Jess, gave out 79 tickets for our draws and 

handed out a lot of information bookmarks and pamphlets. We have more of these events in the coming months.  

We have begun story time registration for our spring session. We have booked the Mosaic building with Sharon 

Loeppky during spring break and will have our first Open Mic night for 2020 on March 6
th

.  

 

Winkler Branch Librarian Report – submitted by Randall Klassen 

This February the library has had five tours and very good story time attendance, so things have been active and 

busy. We had visits from Regional Connections with large adult groups visiting the library. Regional 

Connections often has new-comers to Canada visit, many of whom have never been to the library before so it’s 

great to be able to talk to them about the services that we offer and how we can be of service to them 

specifically. We had three visits from classrooms this month and I made a visit to the new Pineridge School to 

talk to the kids about the library and do a few story time sessions.  

We saw a lot of new faces here for story time which we always love to see. I love doing story time and getting 

the kids involved in what we are talking about. It’s nice to see new people discover our program and coming 

back every week for more stories.  

This month we also had our clerk Janine host a Crack the Code event where kids had to solve a mystery using 

the clues scattered around the library. Janine hosted this as a part of her Red River College training and we had 

13 young people show up to solve the mystery.  

In the coming month I would like to see are focus switched to springtime programming and conversations about 

setting up a seed swap and other initiatives we could take. Also I want staff to start discussing Summer Reading 

Club more seriously and working on what our vision for the summer will be.  

We also went over staff evaluations that were completed earlier, it’s always nice to touch base with staff and 

hear their ideas of what could make the library a better place for patrons. We talked about simple things and 

more involved things that could be done to improve the patron experience here and are working towards 

implementing some of them. One of the things I talked with every staff member about is greeting people as they 

enter the library. I want everyone who comes to the library to feel welcomed and encouraged to speak to the 

staff about any questions they may have.  

 


