
Summer 2020 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching 

I have enjoyed watching the Branches and their summer students run the “new” version of the summer reading 

program. Everyone seemed to pull together to make it a South Central program rather than a branch by branch 

program. The Covid-19 situation has led to creative thinking and greater collaboration amongst the staff. With 

the positive feedback from parents, children and the staff, we will never return to the paper format again for our 

program. The amount of money saved from the excessive photocopying during the summer in previous years 

more than pays for the READsquared program. 

With the end of summer, the branches have all opened more hours to the public. I believe with the large number 

of children being home schooled, we will be busy trying to provide resources for them. We will be developing a 

network system for each branch to share with any new home school family so they can connect with others 

doing the same curriculum.  

With the issues surrounding Covid safety, our all-staff in-service and farewell to the summer students had to be 

scaled down. Last year was the first time we celebrated in this manner and treated everyone to a fun event, 

lunch and a short meeting to discuss the summer reading program. This was in lieu of the Board sponsored 

Christmas lunch that never seemed to happen due to bad weather, etc. This year each branch celebrated with 

their staff individually. I was able to attend 3 of the 5 events and it was good to see how close the staff had 

become during the summer. Thanks to the Board for allowing us to do this and thanks to the staff for continuing 

your hard work during these challenging times. 

 
Cataloguing Assistant Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

The spring/summer Whitehots order for adult, young adult, and junior books was submitted in June so I I’ve 

been very busy receiving and cataloguing new books all summer. The majority of that order has arrived by now 

so I’m working on catching up before we place the next large order in fall. New batches of DVDs, audiobooks, 

and playaways were also ordered and catalogued. 

Our MaPLE Lab kits are temporarily unavailable for use due to safety concerns about group activities amidst 

COVID-19 so I used this time to review all the kits, check the condition of the contents, and check for missing 

pieces. They will stay in the office until we are able to offer interactive group programming again. 

One of my projects in August was preparing our new “Tablets-to-Go for Seniors”. 8 tablets and 2 Bluetooth 

speakers were purchased with a grant from the Morden Area Foundation ‘Power of the Purse’ fund-raiser. They 

have been catalogued and labelled and are now available at the Morden branch. Print-disabled patrons can 

check out the tablets and read ebooks or listen to audiobooks through the Libby app.  

I was away on holiday from June 29-July 3 and August 24-28. 

 

Programs Clerk Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

In August we finished up the Summer Reading Club and I think it went fairly well all things considered. Having 

the summer students set up on Slack was great and it enabled them to communicate with each other, share ideas 

and work together to fix any issues that came up. Posting videos on YouTube also worked fairly well and I had 

several parents tell me that their kids really enjoyed the videos. They also liked that it enabled the younger kids 

to get points as well without having to read as much as the older kids. We also had missions that the kids could 

complete from home, they worked fairly well at the beginning of the program but interest and participation 

seemed to decrease towards the end of the program. In all of SCRL we had 664 kids register and they read 

13,374 hours in total. Overall, all I think Summer Reading Club went pretty well considering the current 

situation and everyone was glad we were still able to do something for the kids this summer.  
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Programs Clerk Report – submitted by Jess Martens – Continued 

During August I also worked on gathering materials for the Winkler Activity Guide that should be going out 

sometime this fall. I also put together the materials and the concept for ad that should be going out on the 

Simmons Multimedia digital billboards in September. I am still hoping to be able to go around to the branches 

to get proper photos and video that we can use for promotional material sometime before winter, but we’ll see if 

the weather cooperates. 

 

Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

Summer reading has been going strong, we have 96 children enrolled in the READsquared app for Altona and 

our programmers have been putting out a lot of online content to engage with the kids! They have been doing 

online crafts that allow the children to come pick up craft kits and follow the video to do crafts at home, it has 

been very popular. The last official day of summer reading the programmers had a sign up craft day, they made 

pinwheels and all the children that signed up came so we were very happy that it went so well. 

We had a staff BBQ in the park to celebrate the end of our summer program & wish farewell to Emma. She will 

be leaving us after 5 years as a page and then as our summer student. The evening was very nice, almost 

everyone was able to attend and luckily the weather cooperated and it was a lovely evening.  

For September we have opened up our hours much more, we are almost at regular hours, just keeping enough 

closed times to keep up with our work so it does not get to out of control. 

 

Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

Our Summer Reading club wrapped up in August and was highly successful. We had 27 children participating 

online through the ReadSQUARED program, with 11 adults signed up also to assist their children with logging 

minutes read. In total they read 39,950 minutes (over 665 hours).  

Our summer students, Xander and Nathan, were busy making videos that included science experiments, 

challenges and activities for the kids to do at home and earn extra points for this year’s Grand Prize draw. They 

also interacted with the summer reading programmers at the other branches, and it was great to see the team 

approach this year as they all shared ideas, resources and collaborated to make the program fun and exciting for 

the kids. 

Feedback about the program has been generally positive from participants, but everyone missed seeing the 

children at the library and doing in-person programming. That said, we were able to offer five, weekly in-person 

programs for the Manitou Daycare kids only, which were held in the garden, with of course social distancing 

and COVID-19 protocols in place. We had between eight to 13 children participate each week and the daycare 

appreciated the effort made for them. 

Xander and Nathan concluded their annual summer reading report with these words: 

‘Even in light of all that has been going on this year, we still have something to be proud of at the end of the 

program. We managed to host successful in-branch programs, and encourage kids to read and collect points 

with our online program! We’re happy with what we have accomplished this summer and with what we’ve 

learned it can only get better!’ 

Our book club also met on August 28, prior to the library opening.  

The murals for the garden are now complete and the artist, Hailey Hunter, has begun the murals inside in the 

children’s section. She has done an awesome job. We will have an Open House for the Reading Garden on 

September 17th. 
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Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Cherie Debreuil 

Miami has extended our hours starting September 1st. Hopefully, this will give students more time to use the 

Library after school. Patrons have been super happy to hear Saturdays are back! 

Summer Reading Club has come to a close. We were very happy with how the program turned out, even though 

we had slightly less signups than normal and less members attending activities, but considering Covid issues we 

were pleased. We love the Youtube channel and thought the students did an excellent job. Tayah did extremely 

well with what she had to work with. Staff and patrons love her! 

The Urban Green Team Grant work term has also come to an end. The student we hired did a fantastic job. She 

did a lot of shelving, tidying, sanitizing, and book covering, but also got a chance to work behind the desk 

checking out books. She showed great initiative helping patrons find what they were looking for and making 

reading suggestions. She also stepped up to help Tayah with Summer Reading Club and was able to star in a 

few videos.   

New quarantine procedures are going well. I think there have been less confusion for patrons now that we are 

checking in, then quarantining. Our main issue in Miami is room for all the quarantine bins. 

I attended a branch meeting in Manitou on August 31. We discussed the end of Summer Reading Club, 

upcoming orders, press release formats, and the upcoming booksale. 

 

Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Kim Van Vliet – No Report  

 

Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Randall Klassen 

It was a busy summer for Winkler with slowly lifting restrictions and having Summer Reading Club. By the end 

of August Winkler had 315 people registered which resulted in 370,507 minutes of reading logged! That is 

amazing! I love seeing how excited the kids are for Summer Reading and even though we it’s been a strange 

year I think this year was extremely important. Kids in the community needed something to do and I’m very 

grateful that we had an excellent programmer and system working together to provide such a great summer of 

activities for the community.   

This summer we focused on using Readsquared to help deliver our program and while it was a huge help and 

allowed patrons to be involved in the Summer Reading Club, there was a learning curve for both staff and 

patrons. There was an initial fear of trying something like this but I think overall this was a great addition to the 

library and look forward to using it more in the future. 

The library was asked to try and increase open hours for the month of September and Winkler is happy to be 

returning to its previous hours with the exception of Saturdays. During the week there is a considerable amount 

of cleaning that needs to be done. Staff work diligently to get things done throughout the week, but the reality is 

that we do not have more hours, just more responsibilities. Winkler has the most hours in the system, but this 

also means we have the most circulation. With items needing to be quarantined and cleaned, the cleaning needs 

to be fit in somewhere and that’s why I decided we should be open from 10-1 on Saturday so that we can still be 

offering services, but still make time for the extra stuff that we do not have time for throughout the week. 

 


