
March 2021 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching 

Not much to add except for how happy I am with the many unexpected results from the Safe at Home – Safe 

Inside Their Walls project. We learned a lot about how to run another program in a more efficient manner and 

will continue to offer new videos for education and fun. Thanks to everyone for their hard work. Well done.  

 

Cataloguing Technician Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

It seemed like the shipments arriving this month were non-stop! There were multiple deliveries each week with 

up to 18 boxes at a time, so in total we received hundreds of new books and DVDs for our collection. Patrons 

were eager for new releases as I had about 50-100 titles on my holds report each week. I spent most of my time 

cataloguing those holds in addition to unpacking, receiving, and sorting all of the incoming orders.  

 

Programmer Report – submitted by Tetiana Miminoshvili 

Let me present my final ‘Safe Inside Your Walls’ programming report. We are close to the final date with the 

last videos, and I am thankful to have this Canadian experience in obtaining and working on grant opportunities. 

We experienced positive changes and approaching a successful accomplishment of the ‘Safe Inside Your Walls’ 

project.  

To begin with, I can see gradual positive changes in all our social media resources, especially the YouTube 

channel. The number of subscribers is constantly increasing and I assume that our videos are becoming not only 

funny and institutional but instructional as well. We involved a lot of people with different professions and a 

variety of hobbies. It was a pleasant chance for them to be filmed and share their talents.  

I would like to provide some social media analytics for our YouTube channel:  

 current subscriber count in March is 96 (in December it was 34) 

 countries where SCRL is watched: Canada & the Philippines 

 most popular videos in the last 48 hours are: Sewing with Joyce (117views), Cooking with Chef Laurie 

(90 views), Story Time with Michelle (65 views) and Coffee Filter Butterfly (62 views) 

According to my cooperation with some organizations like Regional Connections, they have contacted me to 

invite me as a speaker and provide a presentation at the National Immigration Centre’s Spring members meeting 

on April 21
st
 in Ottawa. This will be an interactive panel session on “Lived Experiences.” The reason for 

choosing me was for my several videos for Newcomers. 

I also asked permission and provided all necessary supplies to participate in making crafts at Maple Leaf School 

in Morden. The students enjoyed making crafts together, especially when they watched our YouTube channel 

video, where they saw another kid doing the same things, it helped them to be more relaxed and to improvise 

better.  

 

Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

In the beginning of March I was able to read to Rosenfeld School using Teams, I am always grateful to be 

invited to read to the schools and thoroughly enjoy any time I get to spend with the students! 

We had a meeting with the fundraising committee and created a brochure we hope to use in the very near future, 

we also talked about our goals over the next couple of months. It was a very productive meeting and we have a 

great team.   
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Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen - Continued 

“Safe Inside Our Walls” has been posting great videos and we have been very lucky to have some local 

businesses participate in creating content and some familiar staff faces do some story time videos!  

For April we hope to start with some fundraising projects, which should keep us busy.       

 

Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

As March progressed our usage began to increase and the week of spring break has been busy, with most 

patrons comfortable coming into the library to browse, although we did still have a number of requests for 

outside pick-up service throughout the month.  

The kids craft kits have been popular, as have our spring and Easter-themed multi-material sets. As of March 

31
st
 we have given out 27 craft kits, two grab bags and eight themed sets.  

Staff was busy throughout March assisting with the Safe Inside Your Walls programming, and taped a number 

of videos including author interviews, story times and a pottery demonstration, and also coordinated with 

community volunteers who contributed craft, music and fitness videos. In terms of Facebook engagement, posts 

about videos that reached the most people were author interview, Karen Emilson (395 reached), Draw a Dragon 

with Justin Currie (382 reached) and interview with Justin Currie (264 reached).  

Many patrons have commented on the quality and variety of videos, and we are already brainstorming ideas for 

more in the future. We are also thinking about Summer Reading and decorating and program ideas.  

Our basement has now been completely cleaned and re-arranged and the school division used it for weekly 

tutoring sessions, which worked well for both privacy and COVID capacity reasons. The book club also plans 

to meet there or in the garden, weather permitting.  

 

Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Cherie Debreuil 

We are gearing up for our remodelling and new shelving. Miami branch will be closed for a full week (April 6 – 

April 12) and our plans are in place with staff coming from all branches to help us. We have a great team! We 

will start our fundraising push for the new shelving at the beginning of the month. Big thanks to Rachael in 

Atlona for all her help creating the new brochure and to Jess in Winkler for her help in creating the plans.  

Miami has completed our filming and editing commitments for Safe at Home. We are excited to hear the 

channel will keep going after our grant ends. We have approached a few Miami locals to hopefully star in a few 

more videos for us. Response has been great so far.  

Plans are in place to start up the Friends of the Library group again in Miami. I have made a Facebook post and 

had a few nibble of interest so far. We hope to get more organized once the first set of renovations is complete.  

We have had some issues with the Userful computers here in Miami. It looks like the fan in the main computer 

tower gave out and fried a few components at the same time. The public computers are still available but need 

to be rebooted frequently if they heat up. We are looking at a replacement which is very costly.  

 

Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand 

March was a flurry of activity with all of the Safe at Home Manitoba programming going on. The craft kits 

were a huge success in Morden, people were excited for the upcoming weeks and grateful for something to do 

at home.  
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Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand - Continued 

Tracy worked on the huge task of going through our whole JE section to look for repairs and books to be 

weeded. Things are definitely looking fresher and more organized! 

We managed to have a couple field trips this month, Barb spent a morning in Miami working with Donna and 

earlier in the month she, Tracy, Dorothy and I went to Winkler for the afternoon to assemble craft kits.  

Our spring display went up and people were quick to take out books on gardening and outdoor DIY projects 

hoping the nice weather was here to stay. Hopefully it is now!  

 

Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

March was an interesting month at the Winkler branch. Most of the focus during March was on the Safe Inside 

Your Walls project. Since the programming staff work out of the Winkler branch, our other clerks have been 

quite involved in the program, both with helping with the videos and activity kits, and by helping cover for 

other staff when needed. The program went over quite well with our patrons, the activity kits that were prepared 

to go along with some of the videos have been very popular with the kids and they are something I would like to 

look at doing again during Summer Reading Club. The program was a huge undertaking and I am impressed 

with the way all our staff stepped up to the challenge and worked as a team. 

We were open to the public for the entire month of March and it seems we have had more patrons coming in 

with every passing week. Currently we still have 33 patrons that prefer contactless hold pick up, rather than 

coming into the library, so we are continuing to offer that service. We have had a few issues with people not 

wanting to wear masks in the library and there are many patrons that have issues with contact tracing. For 

anyone not wanting to contact trace we are giving them the option of contactless hold pick up so that they still 

have access to materials.  

In April we don’t have any big projects planned. National Canadian Film Day is on the 21
st
 and everything is 

online, so we will be looking into how we can participate. Spring break is also partially in April this year and 

while we are not doing any specific spring break programming, there are several Safe Inside Your Walls 

activities that are happening during that week. We are hoping to hold an in branch books sale May 4
th

 – May 8
th

, 

so we will begin planning and promoting it in April. We are also going to start brainstorming ideas for Summer 

Reading Club and start working on ideas for that. Other than that April should hopefully be a fairly quiet month.  

 


