
February 2022 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching  

February has been a crazy month with snow days & storm days.  We had to close our branches 3 times with 

other days just having staff stay local and work in the nearest branch.  This is a good option to have for our 

distance travelers. Working from home has benefitted some of us due to the terrible road conditions. 

The membership drive, which started in December, brought in a total of 173 new members that may not have 

discovered our libraries if we had not promoted ourselves. Welcome to our new members and we look forward 

to seeing the return of our regular patrons. All branches have noticed an increase in library visits since the 

COVID restriction announcement that they were going to be lifted. We are planning and hoping for a spring 

where we can offer in person programming and perhaps even a visit by a local author or two. Things are 

looking up.  

 

Cataloguing Technician Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

We are continuing to prepare for our Bookland Explorers club in summer so I ordered the grand prize books 

which include box sets of book series as well as books paired with prize toys and games. It’s great to be 

planning further in advance this year so we don’t have to scramble to order books right before the program 

begins. 

I was asked to select the young adult and junior audiobooks for this year so I ordered 50 young adult and 110 

junior fiction playaways and CD audiobooks. The Winter JF standing order was also submitted. 

We have received a lot of jigsaw puzzle donations recently, especially in Winkler, as patrons are becoming 

more aware of our puzzle collections so many stacks of puzzles were catalogued. 

The branches submitted their Winter Whitehots carts this month so I expect to be very busy in March with 

receiving shipments of new books.

 

Programmer Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

February was busy with a month long checkout contest being held in all branches of SCRL. Each week had a 

new set of entry rules that earned patrons draw tickets to an I Love To Read prize pack. Alongside the contest, 

scavenger hunts and valentine decorating stations were also available to children.  

In February the Bookland Explorer’s logo designs were shared and discussed at the branch meeting. I spent the 

rest of February, along with Joanna, incorporating suggestions from staff so that we can present the final drafts 

at the March Branch Meeting.  

February programming was also spent planning some events for spring break/early spring as we hope to bring 

in horticulture groups and/or knowledgeable community members to come and do talks on seed starting/saving, 

as well as having seed swapping tables set up. My hope is that all branches will at least be able to offer a seed 

starting kit, or seeding station for children at the library. We also look forward to hosting a virtual event for 

Canadian Children’s Book Week in May with authors Charis Cotter & Isabelle Groc. 

 

Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

In February I was able to read to Rosenfeld School over their Teams account. It was fantastic!  I love being able 

to read to the classrooms and look forward to having them come see us later in the year. Thank You Rosenfeld 

School for letting me be a part of your I Love To Read celebrations.  

We launched a fundraising raffle in partnership with the COOP Liquor Mart called ‘Shelf Indulgence’. It will be 

done on March 4th and so far ticket sales have been very good.   
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Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen - Continued 

We plan on hosting a couple of more raffles over the coming months and are very grateful to the businesses that 

have partnered with us to help offer such amazing prizes. 

We had a host of in branch activities during I Love To Read that allow patrons to gain tickets for a prize basket. 

We also had a membership drive going on that allowed for new members to enter to win a prize, both did very 

well and we are pleased with the results.  

For March we have started to change displays to reflect spring, we have one display that says “Leaving Winter 

Behind” and we are hopeful that will usher in some nicer weather! We will also have a new Easter 

Eggstravaganza Raffle in partnership with Altona IGA and Morden’s of Winnipeg and are looking forward to 

that. 

 

Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

Manitou branch was busy with I Love to Read Month during February, and had good participation in its 

promotions and draw. Staff also did displays for Black History Month and staff picks and received feedback 

from a number of patrons that it encouraged them to read some materials outside of their usual genres, which 

they enjoyed. 

Promotion of new books and other items on social media seems to be worthwhile and something that patrons 

also value. Staff find that people are coming in more frequently coming in to request a book they have seen 

online.  

We also had a total of eight new members sign up during our membership drive from December to February. 

The book club met in-person for the first time in a while with five attending. There is growing interest in the 

book club, which now has eight regular members. We are also starting to offer space for literacy tutoring at the 

library once again, with one person coming on a regular basis to assist a student with reading. 

Staff  have also been brainstorming for summer decorating and activities and are excited by this year’s themes 

and have some very creative ideas. We are also beginning to plan for a book and bake sale in July in 

collaboration with the Ag Fair’s community wide weekend event.

 

Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

The first half of February remained slow here in Miami, but our patron count really picked up in the second 

half! It definitely feels like things are slowly getting back to normal around here. This month we focused on 

promoting our I Love To Read contest, as well as black history month, and freedom to read week.  

Our focus at the end of February and going into March is continuing to weed in our YA and JE sections. We 

have also spoken with the RM about altering our YA space to improve browsing and clerk space by rearranging 

some shelving. We are looking forward to seeing the changes sometime in March. We also look forward to 

celebrating Women’s History Month and Mystery month here in Miami.  

 

Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand 

It felt like we moved from zero to full speed just by flipping the calendar page this month! There was a lot of 

book sale prep going on for our first Book & Bake Sale, held jointly with the local Legion. The bake sale 

brought in $570 while the book sale total came to $2355, which gives us $805 as a start towards our fundraiser 

for a new storage shed. We have also started a raffle for the kids fire HD tablets. The draw for that will happen 

on March 10. 
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Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand - Continued 

I Love to Read month seemed to bring back more patrons. Our circulation and attendance numbers continue to 

steadily climb. We’ve enjoyed seeing some familiar faces lately that haven’t been around in a while. 

In addition to our I Love to Read and Valentine’s Day displays, we had a window display for a week for a 

challenge for the French students in Morden, at the request of the Canadian Parents for French-Morden group. 

Approximately a third of the books on display were signed out during that week. 

It was also great to a book order in this month, it’s always fun seeing the new titles when they get here.   

 

Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

February was a busier month, having normal programming going on again has helped to bring more of our 

patrons back into the library. The I Love to Read month programming was quite successful and we had quite a 

few people making valentines for the other branches. February was also the last month for the membership draw 

and we have had 53 new memberships since the draw started. We finished up the last of the 2022 block 

processing in February and quite a few patrons have been interested in the new block items. We received two 

large donations of puzzles and it has really given our puzzle collection a boost. Patrons have been really excited 

about being able to check out puzzles from the library and we hope the section continues to grow in the future.    

During one of the snow days in February all the staff were sent home with supplies to make spring decorations. 

Despite the cold weather outside, the inside of the library will be decorated with spring flowers so it should be 

nice and cheery. In March we will also be putting up our annual seed swap table which is always popular with 

the patrons. Last year we had sunflower seed kits for the kids and they were very well received so we hope to 

have that again this year. Other than that the month will be spent starting to get ready for the book and bake sale 

in May and the Bookland Explorers Club this summer.

 


