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Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching  

March is an in-between month where we finished the first book order, major grant applications are submitted 

and winter programming has wrapped up.  We are all waiting for the turnover to spring and fun events and 

welcoming people back.   

The downgrade of provincial COVID rules has been a cause for concern but we will see what happens as 

patrons start to return to our branches. Even from my office I can see how much more active the Winkler 

Branch has become and the statistics show the increase in circulation everywhere. All branches will be 

eliminating the contactless pick-up stations by the end of next month unless patrons make a special request. It 

seems it has become an ‘easy checkout’ for people rather than serving the purpose for which it was intended.  

As it takes considerably more staff time to offer this service, it is becoming more difficult to do as we get busier 

with patrons returning in person.  

I have applied for several grants to support projects for Winkler, Morden and Manitou Branches.  This is on top 

of the grants submitted for the Altona Library Expansion project. We were successful in receiving $4000 

Literacy for Life Grant for a new program to launch in the fall. 

 

Cataloguing Technician Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

As expected, many shipments of new books from our recent Whitehots order were delivered this month. The 

most we received in one day was 18 boxes! That means my shelves and carts are full again so I have been 

working hard to get new books catalogued and out of the office. Morden sent a large metal bookshelf that they 

weren’t using so that has helped provide more storage space. I am still hoping to replace the other short shelves 

behind my desk with taller IKEA shelves which would allow me to store more books and hopefully not have to 

rely on carts for storage. 

Most of the audio books that I ordered last month have already arrived so I have also been working away at 

those. 

Raina and I presented our final 2 Bookland Explorers logo designs at the branch meeting on Mar. 14 and the 

branch admins voted to choose the winning design. I really enjoyed collaborating with Raina on this project and 

look forward to seeing the launch of the Bookland Explorers Club this summer! 

 

Programmer Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

March was a busy month for planning and preparing for our new & improved Bookland Explorers program. As 

I’m a little more experienced this year with running the summer program, I have really been enjoying the set up 

this spring. A couple of things I’d focused on during March were having small die-cut stickers made with our 

new logo on them to hand out to kids, picking out store prizes and organizing the setup for the store, as well as 

revamping the brochures and reading minutes map to reflect our Fantasyland theme. Joanna and I were also able 

to sort out the branches grand prizes to have on display and picked out a couple of final book prizes to add to 

our stashes. For spring break programming, if branches didn’t already have something planned, I sent seeding 

materials for them to set up the own planting station and/or seeds for a seed swap as well. For April I will focus 

on finalizing Bookland documents and start working on promotional materials, as well as prepping for my 

summer reading student orientation. I will also be working on promotional for the upcoming Canadian 

Children’s Book Week in May. 
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Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

We launched a fundraising raffle in partnership with the Altona IGA and Morden’s of Winnipeg called Easter 

Eggstravaganza. It will be done on April 9th. We hope to sell many tickets, but will then take a break from 

raffles until later in May.  

We noticed an increase in patron traffic during March, as the month as gone on & the days have gotten busier, 

we were very happy to have people coming back. We had a seed swap and seed planting station for Spring 

Break and have had many families come to participate in those activities. 

Fundraising efforts have been going well and the committee and staff have been hard at work.  We all attended 

the Chamber AGM and had a promotional video and brief speech during the event. It was very good to connect 

with our businesses in town & we look forward to future partnerships with some of them. 

For April we are starting to think about ideas for our Bookland Explorers Club this summer and how we can 

make this year fantastic for the children that participate!   

 

Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

Over spring break, Manitou had several kids come in (including the Manitou Daycare) to plant an egghead. 

Feedback was positive and the kids enjoyed painting their eggshells before they filled them with seed. 

Solutions came to the library on March 4 and all of our computer stations and any other devices requiring an 

internet connection are now hard wired into the router. We have noticed an immediate improvement in the 

speed and reliability of our internet because of it. The public access computer has been moved to the back wall, 

which has created space in the front entrance area for a small sitting area. We have moved some slat wall 

around and plan to install a few more pieces to give more room for the fiction paperback collection.  

Staff have been brainstorming some ideas for summer decorating and the new focus on displays continued with 

displays for St. Patrick’s Day and women’s literature in celebration of International Women’s’ Day. 

I attended a meeting of the Manitou Agricultural Society on March 9th to discuss participation in the 

community events to be held in conjunction with the Manitou fair on July 9 and 10. It has been decided that the 

library will offer a book and bake sale on July 8 & 9th.  We will not offer children’s activities, as these are 

being offered at the Fairground. We have already had a number of patrons offer to donate baking and volunteer 

to assist with the sale. 

The Good as New Thrift Store has kindly offered to donate a sum towards gift certificates for thrift store 

purchases that kids can earn through reading if they participate in the library’s summer program. We are truly 

grateful for the Thrift Store’s willingness to partner with the library and its ongoing support for our programs. 

 

Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

March picked up a bit for us here in Miami, and we enjoyed seeing our regular patrons as well as new faces 

coming through the doors. In Miami we celebrated women’s national history month with a few displays, and 

promoted our books on Ukrainian themed literature. We are still patiently waiting for our YA shelves to be 

moved and look forward to that happening in the next little while. Spring break ended up being slower than 

expected, and we had very few participants, however it did start grabbing patron’s attention throughout the 

week so we will plan to leave our seed swap and planting station out a little while longer. For April, we plan to 

have an Easter/Spring craft available for either in-branch or to take home, and will focus on decorating ideas 

and other activities that we can plan for the summer. 
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Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand 

As each week goes by, we seem to be getting closer to pre-pandemic. 

We celebrated the arrival of March with a spring themed book display on gardening and yard projects which 

was well received. Everyone is looking forward to the warmer temperatures and getting outside again. We also 

had a St. Patrick’s display of sorts, with the main theme being green books.  It was good to take down the last of 

the winter decorations and swap them out for more colorful items! 

For spring break, in addition to the planting station we had set up for families to come in and plant some 

flowers, we had a craft for each day of the week.  The crafts were a spring tree to decorate with gems, a 

pinwheel, a chick paper plate sewing craft, a bunny jar and origami tulips. Kids were very excited to have 

something to take home to do and we gave away all the packages we had made each day.   

March was a month of a lot of new faces to me, but the ladies here knew most of them from before restrictions, 

so it’s been exciting to have people start coming back to the library. It feels like a preview of what July will 

look like when we start our summer programming! 

 

Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

March was an interesting month, with the lifting of provincial mask restrictions we are now seeing patrons we 

haven’t seen since the beginning of the pandemic. As the weather warmed we also saw an increase in patrons 

and it has been good to see the library busy again. In March, we had our seed swap table out all month like we 

do every spring and patrons are beginning to bring seeds in. We also have sunflower seed starting kits that the 

kids can take home. We had several passive activities out for the kids to take part in during Spring Break. I 

started weeding the Adult Non Fiction section and was shocked at some of the materials that were still on the 

shelf. Going forward I will be focusing on updating some of our materials and adding to the sections that are out 

dated.  

In April the focus is on prepping for the Bookland Explorers Club. We hope to have all the decorations up by 

the middle of May in preparation for the school tours. There are already two tours booked and I’m hoping the 

increase in school tours will help generate some excitement for the new program. The first weekend in May we 

will be holding a Book and Bake Sale so we will also be spending time prepping and promoting that. In April 

we will begin fundraising for our new reading garden and the proceeds from the bake sale in May will be going 

towards the reading garden as well. April will be a busy month as we begin prepping for what will hopefully be 

a normal summer. 

 


