
May 2022 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching  

May was a month of holidays for many of the staff.  It was good to see people taking the time off, including 

myself.  Once we move into June, things will be busy for the first time in over 2 years with final preparations 

for school tours in our libraries and the launch of the Bookland Explorers program for the children.  We have 

received funding for 7 summer positions and are waiting on hearing about 3 more.  If we don’t get the YCW 

positions we will be fine but it is much more productive for students to have a partner to work with to plan the 

programming and events for children. 

We have hired some new people, both permanent and casual employees to fill vacancies or changes in hours.  

We now have a staff of 44 full-time, part-time and casual employees currently working at our 5 Branches.  We 

tend to forget the SCRL is a large employer in many of our communities and, thanks to the support of our 

Municipalities, we can offer flexibility and decently paid jobs to those who live in the area. 

 

Cataloguing Technician Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

May was a quieter month since there were less shipments of new items arriving. My shelves are definitely 

looking emptier now as I was able to catch up on quite a bit of the backlog.  Most of the books that we did 

receive were branch requests, so I was still occupied with cataloguing holds as well as sorting through and 

cataloguing many of the donations that have been sitting in the office for a while. 

 

Programmer Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

I was able sort out all the store prizes and will be sending them out to branches early June. I can’t wait for 

everyone to see them, as we’ve got some really fun items for the store this summer! For the rest of May, I was 

busy setting up interviews for the student positions. My fingers are crossed that we will hear back from the 

other grant sooner rather than later, but with the interviews done early June, the hiring process should go 

quickly if we do receive the grant.  

Though my focus is primarily on Bookland Explorers right now, I do have the Acorns to Oaks project on my to-

do list for June as well. 

 

Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

In May we hosted two Authors virtually for Children’s book week, we had Charis Cotter and Isabelle Groc and 

were able to zoom in some classes to hear both authors speak. They were both very good But Isabelle’s talk 

about conservation with sea otters was a huge hit.  

In May we rolled out some new computers for the staff in some of the branches, plus we upgraded to Microsoft 

365.  We also had a server breakdown due to an electrical outage which required a replacement in the Miami 

Branch.  We purchased a new one, installed it in the Winkler Branch and swapped out theirs for Miami.  This 

all kept me very busy over the entire month. 

Wendi, Altona Branch Clerk, decided to raffle off a BBQ and a meat package and was able to gain all the items 

through generous donations from the community.  We were very grateful to Altona Farm Service for donating a 

Broil King Pellet Grill and to Pioneer Meat for donating a large meat package! The draw will take place on June 

16th and we hope to have all the tickets sold!  

For June we have the raffle wind up, that will include an event at the mall. We also will have our summer 

reading registration during the Downtown Summer Kick Off at the mall in front of our new location. 
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Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

May was a busy month for staff as they decorated the library for the Bookland Explorers Club summer program 

in preparation for school class visits in early June. A big thank you to the students of Manitou Elementary 

School who contributed to the decorations by colouring paper leaves, flowers and butterflies which have been 

hung in the library. 

We have had a lot of signed consent forms returned to the library, via the Elementary School teachers, from 

children wanting to get a library card, so we anticipate good participation in the Bookland Explorers Club this 

year. 

Manitou also hosted the Branch Meeting on May 9 and it was nice to again meet with staff from other branches 

and show them the library and garden.   

Admin has also been busy with training a new staff member and organizing activities to celebrate the upcoming 

National Gardening Week (June 11 to 19) and has confirmed that professional arborist, Jane Seniw, will come 

in June to do a pruning/tree care workshop in the Reading Garden. 

The book club met on May 27 with 5 attending. Book displays for May celebrated Mental Health Awareness 

month and Mother’s Day.  

The gates to the Reading Garden have been repaired and a mechanism installed to secure them against future 

wind damage. 

 

Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

Though I was gone for most of May, I was happy to see our project for the YA/clerk space had finally been 

completed once I returned, thanks to the RMs help. We now have a slightly more private set up for the 

workspace as well as browsing area for the teen section. We have also now moved the public computer to the 

back half of the library.  

Staff were also able to set up our summer decorations in preparation for Bookland Explorers, though we still 

have a few things to complete yet. In May we were able to confirm our booth spot at the Miami Rodeo and Fair 

happening June 25th, and look forward to having our kickoff and book sale that weekend! 

 

Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand 

This month’s main display was our Ukrainian language block we brought in from WPL.  We had 4 groups of 

immigrant newcomers come in and the majority were from Ukraine. They were thrilled to see the books and 

were very impressed that we had our library information in other languages to make it easier for them to 

understand how we do things and the services we offer. 

We’ve been busy (and having lots of fun!) getting the library read for the new summer program. People are 

showing interest in what’s going on for summer, they’re ready to go “old school” with it and have in-person 

programming available.  Our theme is castle and fairy tale related for the main them of Adventures in 

Fantasyland. School tours will be starting mid-June, this will be my first time and I’m really looking forward to 

doing them. We had the grade 3 students from Minnewasta School help us with some of decorating as well, 

which we really appreciate. 

The next couple of months we will be hosting author visits and hopefully have a library full of kids. It feels like 

we are getting back to normal again, which is wonderful!  
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Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

May started off quite busy with the book sale May 5th to 7th. Overall, the book and bake sale were a success 

and we raised just over a thousand dollars for the reading garden. We had a fair amount of books left after the 

sale so it was decided we would move the books to the front reading area and continue the sale for another 

week. The sale went well but quite a few people were disappointed that the sale was not as large as the old sale 

and asked if we were planning a larger sale at any point. After the sale we began preparing for Bookland 

Explorers. Unfortunately, there have been a few delays and not all our decorations are up yet, however 

everything should be up in the next week.  

We don’t have any programming planned for June other than the start of Bookland Explorers on June 21st. We 

currently have 11 school visits scheduled for June with approximately 300 kids in total.  Hopefully having 

school tours again will get more kids interested in the program. We haven’t had a regular summer since 2018 so 

we are hoping that this year things can get back to normal.  As we will be experiencing higher traffic with some 

buses bringing children, I will be taking the strap down from across the parking lot as it is more dangerous for 

large school buses to back in to drop children off than to have them drive straight through.  

 


