
September 2022 Branch Reports  
 

Director’s Report – submitted by Cathy Ching  

September was a busy month with budget preparations, getting policies updated and visiting libraries.  The road 

trip to Gaynor Regional Library was a good day for Administrators to get away, visit another library and 

exchange ideas.  The day could have been more productive in allowing more time for one-on-one visiting with 

other library people but overall it was a good day to get away from our desks and tasks. 

 

Cataloguing Technician Report – Office – submitted by Joanna Dueck 

The fall Whitehots orders have all been submitted and new books have already begun arriving.  Since we didn’t 

do a spring/summer order this year I expect I’ll be receiving a lot of deliveries for this order! Branches can look 

forward to many bins of new books this fall after a slower summer. 

I was able to attend the Library Networking Day hosted by Gaynor Family Regional Library in Selkirk. It was 

great to tour their beautiful building, hear what’s going in other Manitoba libraries, and learn from the sessions 

they hosted. 

 

Programmer Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

Programming this month was spent completing all the final bits of Acorns to Oaks, printing and compiling 

modules to send out to branches and filming the accompanying videos with Cathy. Depending on how well the 

program works for each branch, we will be considering starting again in February.   

Part of September was also spent brainstorming ideas for Library Month in October and preparing materials to 

send out. This year we’ve decided on a bookmark and greeting card contest, with the winning pieces becoming 

available for patrons as SCRL merchandise.  

I have also been busy planning videos for our SCRL YouTube channel as it’s always great to have some 

seasonal crafts and festive videos to share. As of now, with Joanna’s assistance, we’ve planned and begun 

filming three Halloween craft videos that will be available end of October. Christmas videos are also already in 

the works, and I hope to start filming in October. I have not decided if this will be a “12 Crafts of Christmas” 

like previous years, or just a few fun videos to share.   

Genesis house has also been in contact about collaborating this November. We plan to have promotional and 

further details from them in October.  

 

Altona Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Rachael Friesen 

We had a grand reopening on September 10th, and it was fantastic.  We had over 500 people attend the branch 

throughout the day.  Since our opening we have registered 70 new patrons and reinstated many cards that had 

expired. The new location is much busier, and we are very excited to see patrons enjoying the space.  

Even though we are open and running for service we still have a lot of work being done, we have a bunch of 

electrical that still needs to be completed, a closet for staff coats and our cleaning supplies that still needs to be 

built and various other items we are waiting on.  

During September we have had many class tours and 2 tours with Regional Connections, we hope to continue 

touring the classes throughout the year and hope to see them visit the library often.  

We started new programs in September, we partnered with a group to start an Indigenous book club centered 

around the book Black Water by David A. Robertson and we also started a new program for preschoolers called 

Acorns to Oaks. Both had great launches and we hope they continue to be successful.  
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Manitou Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Angela Lovell 

Manitou Branch launched our intergenerational, Acorns to Oaks program on Friday, September 16 with an in-

branch story hour and craft. We have eight children (Acorns) registered for this largely self-guided program that 

teaches parents how to help their child develop and practice the essential functional and social skills to prepare 

them for entering kindergarten. Thanks to our volunteer elders (Oaks) Carol and Dianne who are offering 

invaluable advice and assistance with the program. The first session was a resounding success and we have 

received feedback that the kids can’t wait for the next in-branch session on October 7. 

The branch had an informational table at the Pembina Valley Honey, Garlic & Maple Syrup Festival on 

September 10, where it sold tickets and made the draw for its Smokin’ Hot raffle for an electric smoker, patio 

lights and gift certificates for $200 of meat and $60 of refreshments. Thanks to Pembina Co-operative Ltd., 

Sam’s Foods and Ellis Pharmacy for their support and donations. The raffle raised a total of $2,140 towards the 

library’s refresh project for new flooring and paint. 

Manitou Book Club met for their regular meeting as well as a social gathering at the library on the evening of 

September 28. There was discussion about how long Manitou branch has had a book club and members will try 

and find out – there could well be a significant anniversary coming up! 

A display in the library was dedicated to materials relevant to National Truth and Reconciliation Day and staff 

also recorded patron interactions during the two reference weeks. Branch Admin was busy with selecting books 

for the fall order. Again, thanks to other staff for their suggestions for materials. 

 

Miami Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Raina Teigrob 

This month I was happy to be busy with the Fall book orders, as I didn’t have a whole lot of time to work on 

that during August. I always look forward to seeing all of the spooky and fall themed books for the season.  

For our first Acorns to Oaks session, we had 4 children signed up. The event went smooth, and the kids seemed 

to have a good time. I’m lucky we had a great Oak from the community who was willing to come down and 

participate in the program with us. We now have 6 children signed up for the remaining sessions.  

ILL’s have picked up again as homeschool groups are back to school, but overall, we are at a much slower pace 

patron-wise due to school starting up again.  

This September was also the second year of observing National Truth and Reconciliation Day, and our 

volunteers were able to put together a display of relevant materials, as well as some fall displays. 

 

Morden Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Gail Hildebrand 

Back to school time means programming start up! This month we hosted our first post-pandemic Lego club, 

Story Time & Craft as well as our new Acorn to Oaks program kick off. We also had the Barnswallow Quilt 

Guild come in to unveil their 2021 quilt project, Mosaic Manitoba, a nod to Manitoba’s 150th anniversary last 

year. The public have enjoyed the display, as has all our staff. 

To honor Day of Truth and Reconciliation we had 3 young ladies from the high school come in and put together 

a bulletin board display as well as a book display. They did an amazing job!  

I had the chance to go to my first live conference which I found very interesting and picked up a few nuggets to 

think about. 

We have heard from Pineview Buildings and expect our shed to be delivered mid-October. Very exciting!
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Winkler Branch Administrator’s Report – submitted by Jess Martens 

In September we started working on several new programs. Our first session of Acorns to Oaks only has 2 

children attend but after additional promotion we now have 10 kids signed up for the program. We also started 

our first Lego club; sessions take place the same day as GVSD early dismissal and we had 15 kids for the first 

session so we anticipate the program is going to be very popular. We are also starting the Books & Brew book 

club in association with the Winkler Arts and Culture center and are looking forward to our first session. Our 

reading garden will now have a shed on the west side with a patio around it, construction on that should be 

starting at the beginning of October and should be done by the end of the month. We are also having several 

classes in for tours in September and October.  

In October we are looking forward to our first Yarn with Friends sessions. This program is a rebranding of our 

former Knit Lit program, intending to make it more inclusive to other fiber-based crafts. In October we are also 

starting Books+ and will be reaching out to senior’s complexes in the community and offering a library 

materials service. This is aimed at making the materials available in SCRL more accessible to seniors, 

especially in the winter months. October is also Library Month so we will have a few activities in the library to 

promote that as well.  

On a more personal note, the Winkler Library and its staff have found ourselves in the middle of the recent 

book challenge controversy. It has not been an easy situation for anyone and we really appreciate the patrons 

who have stood up for the book and everything Cathy and the SCRL Board have done. Our patrons have 

continued to come to the library and business has gone on as usual despite the situation.   


